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President's Statement Calling for Retraction of the Osprey Deployment at the
Futenma Air Station and for Total Halt to Osprey Flights within Japan

1. In October 2012, the United States Marine Corps
(USMC) deployed vertical takeoff and landing transport
aircraft, the MV-22 Ospreys, at the Futenma Air Station.
On September 9, 2012, however, Kenmin Taikai (Citizens'
Rally) against The Osprey Deployment was held in
Ginowan City, Okinawa Prefecture (with 101,000
participants according to the promoter). Governor and all
the forty-one mayors of the municipalities of Okinawa
Prefecture expressed their opposition to the Osprey
deployment. In spite of overall opinions against the Osprey
deployment amongst the Okinawans, the USMC dared to
deploy Ospreys.

2. Experts have pointed out that Ospreys have such
structurally grave risks as lack of the autorotation function
(the function to safely land by the autorotation of rotors
with air flows generated by the descent when the engines
stop) and the instability during switchover between the
helicopter and fixed-wing flight modes. In fact, Ospreys
have caused serious accidents since the development
stage and these have continued as follows even after their
deployment by the United States Armed Forces. In April
2010, four crewmembers were killed in an Osprey crash in
Afghanistan. Another two were killed in an Osprey crash
in Morocco in April 2012. In June, an Osprey crashed in
Florida. In July, an Osprey was forced to make an
emergency landing at a civilian airport in North Carolina.
Furthermore, in September, another Osprey was forced to
make an emergency landing in an urban area of in North

Carolina.

The United States Government has emphasized that the
abovementioned Osprey crashes in Morocco and Florida
were caused not by the airframe of Osprey itself but by
human errors of the crewmembers, with which the
Japanese Government concurs. The facts that such grave
accidents as mentioned above repeatedly occurred in a
short time of period, however, clearly demonstrates
extremely dangerous nature of Osprey. It can be said that
Osprey is an extremely dangerous type of airplanes
because small errors by a crewmember would lead to a
crash.

3. In Okinawa Prefecture, a jet airplane of the United
States Armed Forces crashed in Miyamori Elementary
School in June 1959, killing seventeen people including
eleven schoolchildren.

The Futenma Air Station is located in the middle of the
urban area of Ginowan City. Therefore, once an Osprey
crash occurs, it would be highly likely to become a
catastrophic event. In August 2004, a CH-53D helicopter
of the Japan-based USMC deployed at the Futemna Air
Station crashed into the grounds of Okinawa International
University, which realized the inherent risks of a crash of
the United States Armed Forces airplane in an urban area.
The deployment of dangerous Ospreys at the Futenma Air
Station ignores safety of lives and bodies of local
residents.

The current Osprey deployment gravely risks the lives and
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bodies of the Okinawans.

4. The six routes in southern parts of Japan over Honshu
planned to be used for the Osprey exercises include
facilities and areas not covered by the SOFA (Status of
Forces Agreement). It would present problems under the
terms of the SOFA for the United States Armed Forces to
conduct exercises over such routes.

In addition, the Act on Special Provisions of the Civil
Aeronautics Act Attendant upon the Enforcement of the
SOFA exempts airplanes of the United States Armed
Forces from application of many provisions of the Civil
Aeronautics Act . Accordingly, Ospreys are not covered by
the regulations on the minimum safety altitude
requirements prescribed in the Civil Aeronautics Act (300
meters in high population density areas and 150 meters in
other areas), which also presents problems. Moreover, the
Minister of Defense Morimoto (at that time) conceded in
answers to the Diet that there would be cases involving
low altitude flights at approximately 60 meters.

5. The Ministry of Defense has admitted that Ospreys may
fly to the Yokota Air Station, which is located in Fussa
City, Akishima City, Tachikawa City, Musashi Murayama
City and Mizuho Town, all of which are in Tokyo
Metropolis. Urban areas spread around the Yokota Air
Station. Therefore, once an Osprey crash occurs around
the Yokota Air Station, it is highly likely to become a
catastrophic event just as the case of the Futenma Air
Station.

Additionally, courts, including the Supreme Court, have
repeatedly found noises from the Yokota Air Station illegal
in the past as they were beyond a tolerable limit. The
Tokyo High Court called the noises "an abnormal
condition compared with what a country under a rule of

law should be" (Judgment as of November 30, 2005).
Noises from the Yokota Air Station should not be further
worsened by Ospreys' flights to the Yokota Air Station.

6. What lies at the bottom of the issues arising from the
United States Military Bases, including the Osprey
deployment issue, is the SOFA, which restricts exercise of
basic sovereignty of Japan. Our bar association requested
for fundamental change of the SOFA in its "President's
Statement Calling for a Fundamental Change to the
SOFA" dated April 13, 2004. The Japan Federation of
Bar Associations has also repeatedly requested the review
of the SOFA by its Board Resolution in August 2002 and
SO on.

Especially, the Osprey deployment causes a risk of a
grave infringement on lives and bodies of those residents
near the United States Military Forces and the flight
routes of Ospreys, such as the Okinawans, violates their
right to the pursuit of happiness guaranteed by the
Constitution of Japan (Article 13), and is against the spirit
of the right to live in peace (Preamble, Article 9, Article
13, etc. of the Constitution of Japan).

Our bar association has visited Okinawa and investigated
the situation of damages, human rights violations and so
on related to the United States Military Bases in Okinawa
every year since 1997. Based on the investigations, our
bar association hereby calls for the Government of Japan
and the Government of the United States to retract the
Osprey Deployment at the Futenma Air Station and to
totally halt Osprey Flights within the territory of Japan.

February 25, 2013
Yoshifusa Saito
President, Tokyo Bar Association
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